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THE PARISH OF OPAWA 
CHAPTER I. PIONEER BACKGROUND 


On February 2, 1852, Mr James Townsend, who resided 
in the first sod house at Heathcote Ferry, and whose land 
erder was the first issued for land in the Heathcote Dis- 
trict, complained to the Canterbury Association that the 
cutting of peat for levelling the Anglican Parsonage site 
by the Rev. E. Puckle was interfering with the land drain- 
age. This parsonage was built by J. Willoughby for £170, 
who experienced great difficulty in transporting the 
material, and in consequence so exceeded the time limit that 
he came into financial difficulties. Here for a time in this 
parsonage lived the Rev. E. Puckle with his wife and five 
children and ministered to the Parish of Heathcote of which 
Opawa then formed a part. He arrived as a passenger on 
the “Randolph” and ig mentioned in the Electoral Roll for 
Lyttelton in 1853 as owning the freehold of 100 acres on 
the Heathcote River. The Rev. William Wellington Willock, 
who also arrived by the “Randolph” used to hold services at 
his home—Opawaha Cottage—near S. Martin’s Hill (now 
called Huntsbury). This sod house ig still standing in 1940 
and is being used as a stable. The Rev. James Wilson also 
had a home called “Dallallon”’ at S. Martins where he held 
services when not engaged in attending to his flock at 
Rapaki and at Ohinetahi (now Governor’s Bay). The Rev. 
Robert Bateman Paul, whose home on the Heathcote was 
called “Casterton” also assisted in ministering to the 
spiritual welfare of the early parish of Heathcote. 

The Mother Church of the large parish was a tiny 
church of cob built at what is now called Woolston. The 
little church was so primitive that Bishop Harper refused 
to dedicate it. Thereupon the few parishioners determined 
to ‘enlarge the building, and furnish it with something 
. better than planks placed on boards; and on December 27, 
1857 the Bishop performed the dedication. By this time 
the church had developed a tiny spire, an apse-shaped 
sanctuary, small, deeply recessed diamond shaped windows. 
a large porch and a shingled roof. It was probably the 
largest cob church built by the pioneers but was not the 
only one—there being another later at Avonside. 

The first marriage was on November 19, 1857 in “The 
Temporary Church—Lower Heathcote District.” The 
second wedding on February 27, 1859 took place in “The 
Lower Heathcote Church,” as did also the third and fourth 
weddings on April 28 and May 19 of the same year. The 
fifth wedding on June 1 took place in the “Lower Heathcote 
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Valley Temporary Church.” On November 1, 1859, the 
sixth wedding was in the Lower Heathcote Church which 
was in use by August of the same year and was intended 
to be a replica of the church of S. Lawrence at Bonchurch, 
Isle of Wight and was called the Church of 8S. Mary. No 
address is given for either the seventh or the eighth wed- 
ding ‘in 1860 and 1861. The ninth wedding—April 7, 1861, 
was in the Heathcote Valley Church, and the tenth on May 
1, 1861, in S. John’s Church, Lower Heathcote. The re- 
cords begin with the District of Lower Heathcote but 
change in 1860 to the “District of Heathcote and Sumner.” 
_ In the early years this district became part of Christ- 
church with busy riverside quays on the Lower Heatheote. 
Woolston, as part of it came to be called, was given its name 
at the instance of a Mr Hopkins, who made that a condition 
on which he gave a large subscription towards the building 
of the bridge. The many small sailing craft that braved 
the coastal bars of Canterbury either sailed up the Heath- 
cote’s lower reaches or were towed up by horses, and tied 
up near 8. John’s Church, Woolston, below the point at 
which Radley Bridge now spans the river. There was a 
distinctly maritime atmosphere about Woolston in those 
days, and it became the home of many sailing masters, 
among them Captain Buxton who for many years was a 
Church officer at S. John’s. Sections were realising high 
prices because of the confident belief that the estuary would 
be improved for shipping, but with the viercing of the 
tunnel and the extension, of the first New Zealand Railway 
—Ferrymead to Christchurch—to the Port, this hope dis- 
appeared. 

The little cob church of S. John’s, however, lasted for 
thirty years until the building showed alarming signs of 
collapse. The first Vicar was the Rev. George Cotterill who 
came to this country as the chaplain on board the “Sir 
George Pollock.” He was followed as Vicar, or incumbent 
as he was styled in those days, by the Rev. G. J. Cholmon- 
deley. Now we in the Parish of Opawa are an offshoot of 
that little church of the very early days and we are very 
much concerned with the deliberaticns of the Church people 
and their leaders. In the records the Rev. H. Fendall was 
in the chair at a vestry meeting of S. John’s held on April 
8, 1860—he being the curate of the district at that time; 
the Rev. G. J. Cholmondeley presided over a vestry meeting 
of 8. John’s on Thursday, March 5, 1863. It is worth noting 
that at this date the church is styled—the Church ef S. 
John, Ferry Road. Another notable fact is that the meet- 
ing of the vestry on Wednesday, December 30, 1863, was 
held at the “Parsonage,” Heathcote Valley. At that meet- 
ing, by the way, the resolution was passed: “That in the 

2 


opinion of this meeting, it has become necessary that some 
further effort should be made for increasing the amount of 
the clerical stipend of this parish; and that a public meet- 
ing of the parishioners be called to take into consideration 
the desirability or otherwise of allotting a portion of the 
sittings in the two churches of the parish at a fixed annual 
rental; any sum so raised to be applied in augmentation of 
the clerical stipend.” The two churches at that time were 
S. John’s, Woolston and S. Mary’s, Heathcote Valley. | The 
vestry meeting on Monday, January 18, 1864 decided: “That 
in the opinion of this meeting the vestry should be request- 


The first church services on the Plains 
were held here. 


ed, when circumstances shall admit of their deing so, to 
take such steps as may be necessary to procure within the 
parish some suitable and convenient site for a cemetery. 
¥or the parishioners of Opawa a resolution of note was 
passed at a vestry meeting held on December 9, 1864, when 
it was resolved that “persons interested in building a 
church in the south western (now Opawa) part of the 
parish be invited to meet the curate and the wardens at 
SS. John’s Church on Saturday, the 17th instant.’ There is 
no account of that meeting but apparently it was held, be- 
eause at a further meeting on December 21, 1864, it was 
earvied that: “It is the opinion of this vestry that of the: 
three sites offered for a church by Messrs Holmes, Williams 
and Phillips respectively, as of Mr Williams is the most 


advantageously situated,” and it was also carried that “the 
site offered by Mr Williams be accepted, by the vestry and 
that the thanks of the vestry be given to Mr Williams for 
the same.” Mr E. H. Engor informed the Provincial Gov- 
ernment of the intention of the parishioners to erect a 
church and that they hoped in due course to receive a 
church building grant. On May 4, 1865, Mr J. S. Williams 
of the building committee applied “for a grant of £500 to- 
wards the erection of a church at Opawa, a like amount 
having been subscribed by the residents of the district.” 
William Rolleston, Provincial Secretary, replied on May 6, 
1865: “In reply I have the honour to inform you that the 
rule of the Provincial Government has been to supplement 
subscriptions with an equal amount previous to the work 
being undertaken; but as the funds at the disposal of the 
Provincial Government will not admit of their doing this 
in this instance, the Provincial Government will on the 
completion of the work consider itself liable for an amount 
equal to half the cost of the building, and will place the 
sum on the estimates. I shall be glad to be advised what 
the amount will be approximately.” A grant of £400 was 
handed to Mr J. S. Williams on July 4, 1865. This amount 
appears in the Treasury Book of G. A. E. Ross, Provincial 
Treasurer, as Voucher 260; Government Auditor’s number 
301. Evidently some trouble arose concerning the land 
offered by Mr Williams for the later resolutions decide to 
accept the land offered by Mr Holmes “and when extra 
money to the extent of £70 a year is forthcoming, to build 
a church on the corner of the land most remote from the 
Opawa Station.” 


CHAPTER If. EARLY DAYS 


The foundation stone of S. Mark’s Church, Opawa, was 
laid on May 6, 1865, by the Primate of New Zealand, Bishop 
Selwyn, assisted by Bishop Harper of Christchurch and 
Bishop Williams of Waiapu. As the General Synod was 
then in, session in Christchurch a number of clergy were 
present also. The day was a very wet one and Mrs Murray- 
Aynsley held an umbrella over Bishop Selwyn during the 
service which began at 2.45 p.m. There were present the 
choirs from 8S. John’s, Woolston and S. Mary’s, Heathcote. 
The church was consecrated by Bishop Harper on Thursday, 
October 12 in the same year. Messrs Holmes and Richard- 
son, the contractors for the Lyttelton Tunnel, supplied the 


House of Archdeacon Wilson, Opawa. The house had built into it a 
spar from one of the First Four Ships. 


material for the foundations; Messrs Mountfort and Bury 
were the architects, and Messrs Hepburn and Co. the build- 
ers. The design was Gothic and the plan shows the fol- 
lowing dimensions: Nave 50 feet long by 20 feet wide, 
chancel 15 feet by 16 feet, vestry 8 feet by 8 feet, elevation 
28 feet and bell tower 16 feet; estimated capacity 200 per- 
sons!! With regard to the rental of the seats in the church 
one resolution wished to make all seats free after the com- 
mencement of the confession, ancther at the commencement 
of the psalms and another, which was adopted, at the start 
of the service itself. The stipend of the incumbent was 
fixed at £350 per annum in erg) money being raised 


over that sum to be expended in providing extra services 
for the churches of the Parish. 

The first baptism in the Church of S. Mark was George, 
the son of Hugh Percy and Elizabeth Murray-Aynsley of 
Riverlaw. The Rev. G. J. Cholmondeley performed the ser- 
vice and the sponsors were J. 8. Williams, C. H. Williams 
and J. Martin Heywood. This was on December 25th, 1865. 
The first wedding took place on March 8th, 1866, when the 
contracting parties were Dalnot Sladden, gentleman, and 
Elizabeth Letitia Coster, both of full age. This was per- 
formed by the Rev. G. J. Cholmondeley and there were five 
witnesses. 

The first notice of a vestry meeting at S. Mark’s, 
Opawa, is dated January 7, 1867. The first official dis- 
cussion relative to dividing the parish into three separate 
cures is dated January 22, 1867, but the shortage of money 
seemed to be the major proposition for consideration, al- 
though changes were in the air as the vestry in November 
of that same year decided to ask the Church Property 
Trustees te purchase the Heathcote Valley parsonage so 
that a new parsonage might be built in a more central posi- 
tion. Needless to say, the Trustees declined to entertain 
the proposition. Some idea of the relative siz.s of the three 
churches in the parish of Heathcote may be gleaned from 
the insurances proposed in April, 1869: S. Mark’s £500, S. 
John’s £350, and S. Mary’s £150. 

By 1869 the building of a new parsonage became a 
matter of urgency and a committee was appointed to ex- 
amine the then present building to ascertain the help that 
might be given by the Church Property Trustees in, build- 
ing a new home in a more central position. 

An indication of the coming changes in the large parish 
is given in the decision in 1869 to hold all meetings of the 
vestry in future at S. Mark’s Church, whereas formerly 
they were held in S. John’s. 

In the same year a letter was sent to the Church 
Property Trustees in the following terms: The memorial 
of the parishioners sheweth: “That the long distance of the 
parsonage house from the homes of the great majority of 
the parishioners is a serious inconvenience. That the free 
intercourse of the Incumbent with his parishioners is there- 
by prevented and his work and usefulness in the parish 
are in, consequence much hindered. That this disadvantage 
—so long experienced—is daily becoming greater—the num- 
ber of residents in the Heathcote Valley continuing to de- 
crease, while there is a steady increase of population in the 
western portion of the parish (Opawa).” 

This is only a part of the petition signed by the Vicar, 
Churchwardens, Vestrymen and 66 parishioners, but it 
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gives a clear picture of the changes rapidly going on in the 
districts. ’ 

The average health of the Church of England portion 
of the community must have beem excellent in those days, 
for the Incumbent reported to the annual meeting of par- 
ishioners in 1870 that “The voice of joy and health had been 
heard in their dwellings,” and during the past year he had 
to attend the burial of only two adult parishioners—“one of 
whom was removed by accident”!! At the same meeting it 
was stated that the move for a new parsonage had failed 
owing to lack of assistance from the Church Property 
Trustees. 


Ps - 
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Cob house, &. Martins. “Opawaha Cottage.” Rev. W. W. Willock 
held services here. 


On October 7, 1870, the vestry decided that any suit- 
able site near the Opawa Church would be the most desir- 
able for the erection of the new parsonage, and a meeting 
of parishioners was called to consider both the site and the 
proposed erection. The result of this and further meetings 
of the vestry was to the effect “that the Churchwardens 
be empowered to negotiate with Mr George Hart for the 
purchase of not less than three acres of the paddock op- 
posite S. Mark’s Church, as a site for the new parsonage at 
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a price not exceeding £40 per acre. The next move was the 
building of the present vicarage in Opawa, the cost of which 
seems to have been between £500 and £600. 

In 1872 there was an attempt to separate Opawa from 
the rest of the parish, which was without any immediate 
result. However, in 1875 there was a further determined 
effort and the following letter was sent to the Standing 
Committee :— 

To the Standing Committee of the Diocese of Christchurch. 
My Lord and Gentlemen, 

In forwarding the enclosed petition from Church mem- 
bers, residing in this district, praying that a new parish be 
constituted, I have been requested by the Committee ap- 
pointed to carry out the wishes of the petitioners to state 
more fully than could well be done in the petition itself why 
the proposed separation from the parish of Heathcote is 
considered necessary. The Parish as at present constituted 
includes four congregations with three churches, and there- 
fore four distinct communities and interests; the duties 
devolving upon the Incumbent, under these circumstances 
in this large overgrown parish, are as might be supposed 
greater than he can perform either to his own satisfaction 
or that of his parishioners. The parish, it is generally ad- 
mitted, is well able to support two clergymen, but the want 
of unity which prevails has frustrated the attempts made to 
provide for so desirable an arrangement. To the conflicting 
Interests naturally arising between the different communi- 
ties may also be attributed the great difficulty which has 
been experienced for some years in conducting the affairs 
of the parish. In order to do away with this the Vestry 
of 1872-73 after mature consideration unanimously recom- 
mended that three separate parishes should be formed, to 
each church a parish (united under cne incumbent) so that 
each church might have its own. officers. Under such an 
organisation it was believed that the meetings of parishion- 
ers and vestries would be much better attended and a live- 
lier interest taken in parochial affairs. The Vestry elected 
for the current year has also, with a view to bringing about 
a better state of things, recommended that the parish should 
be divided inte two entirely distinct parishes. But as these 
proposals failed to meet the views of all parties, neither of 
them has been carried out. In consequence of the rejec- 
tion of these propositions and of the onerous nature of the 
duties falling upon office-bearers, most of these who have 
hitherto been willing to accept office now refuse to do so, 
whilst those who have stood in the way of the proposed 
alterations do not themselves come forward. As an instance 
of this there is the fact that although it has been customary 
to elect ten vestrymen, only four gentlemen would allow 
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themselves to be nominated for the current. year, and that 
after every effort had been made to obtain the full number 
and an adjourned meeting held for that purpose, one of the 
four has since resigned and the vacancy has not been filled 
up. Under the circumstances the Vestry has declined the 
responsibility of giving the necessary guarantee for the 
Incumbent’s stipend. It would thus appear to be evident 
that if the services of the Church are to be duly provided 
for and if, what has hitherto been impossible, (although of 
the utmost importance now that religious teaching by the 
masters is excluded from the district schools of the pro- 
vince) viz.: the frequent personal superintendence of the 
Sunday Schools by the clergy, is to be attained, it is abso- 
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Cob house, 8. Martins. Rev. J. Wilson held services here. 


lutely necessary that some change should be made; and in 
aedee to. decide what steps it might be thought desirable to 
take to put the affairs of the Church in this district on a 
more satisfactory footing, some of the past Church officers 
invited by circular all the members resident in Opawa to 
meet them for the consideration of this important question. 
The invitation was very freely responded to, twenty-eight 
members being present at the meeting, and it was unani- 
mously resolved that “it is desirable in the best interests 
of the Church that Opawa be constituted a separate parish.” 
The petition. forwarded herewith shows that we are prepared 
to comply with the regulations of Synod for the formation 
of separate parishes and the plan attached hereto indicates 
Y) 


the extent of the proposed parish in which it is desired 
to incorporate a small portion of the parish of S. John the 
Baptist, as from its situation it may be considered naturally 
to belong to it. 

Touching the ability of the Parish of Heathcote (as it 
will be after our proposed parish is constituted) to provide 
for the services of the Church, it is believed that it will be 
as well able te do so, as the whole parish was a few years 
ago when the largely increased population of the Ferry 
Road, Woolston and Sumner is considered. To comply with 
clause 11 of Diocesan Statute No. 4 notices were posted 
on May 26 addressed to the Incumbents and Vestries of the 
Parishes of Heathcote and S. John’s, Christchurch, of the 
intention of the petitioners to make the application I have 
now the honour to forward—such notices contained par- 
ticulars of the boundaries of the proposed parish so far as 
they affect each of such parishes respectively. In conclusion 
I am requested to ask respectfully that you will be pleased 
to take the application into your early consideration, as it 
is considered very desirable the proposed parish should be 
organised as soon as possible. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
EDWD. J. T. FORD, 
Secretary to the Opawa Separation Committee. 


Later on, a meeting of parishioners was held at the 
mother church of 8. John’s, Woolston. Here is the account 
of the meeting taken from the Lyttelton Times of Saturday, 
July 3, 1875, 

PARISH OF HEATHCOTE 

A meeting of parishioners with reference tc the pro- 
posed division of the parish was held in the Church of S. 
John the Evangelist, Ferry Road, at 8 o’clock last evening. 
A petition had been presented to the Standing Committee 
by residents in Opawa, praying for the constitution of a 
parish to be called the Parish of Opawa; and the Very Rev. 
the Dean of Christchurch and Mr F. de C. Malet attended 
the present meeting with a view to ascertaining the feelings 
of the parishioners generally in the matter. 

The proceedings were opened with prayer. 

The Chairman said he had called the present meeting 
at the request of the Standing Committee, to whom a peti- 
tion had been presented from residents at Opawa, asking 
that the parish should be divided: The Standing Committee 
did not wish to grant the prayer of the petition, unless the 
parishioners generally had an opportunity of expressing 
their opinion in the mee The Very Rev. the Dean of 
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Christchurch and Mr F. de C. Malet had been appointed a 
deputation from the Standing Committee to attend the 
present meeting and ascertain what the feelings of the 
parishioners were in the matter. 

The Chairman then read out the boundaries of the 
parish as at present existing. : 

At the request of Mr Huddleston, the Chairman read 
the petition which had been presented from the residents 
in Opawa. 

The Chairman said it was now open to anyone present 
to propose a resclution on the subject, either assenting or 
dissenting from the proposed division of the parish. 


Cob church of S. John, Woolston. 


Mr Huddleston considered that it would be better that. 
a, discussion should be allowed, rather than that the matter 
should go by resolution, He was glad to see the deputa- 
tion present from the Standing Committee; otherwise he 
felt that the parishioners would have been taken by a coup 
detat. It seemed to him that the question of the division 
of property had never been taken into consideration. 

Mr March moved: “That the meeting do resolve itself 
into Committee te consider the matter.” This was a very 
important subject, and he thought that all present should be 
allowed an opportunity of expressing their opinions fully; 
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and he thought this could best be done if the meeting re- 
solved itself into a-Committee. 

Mr Huddlestone seconded the motion, which was agreed 
to. 

In committee, the Very Rev. the Dean of Christchurch 
said a previous speaker had referred to a difficulty with 
regard to the division of the parish property. He thought 
the whole thing was simple enough, and that the division 
of parish property would go according to the territorial 
division of the parish. 

Mr Huddleston said it was true the matter would be 
simple enough, but the question was, would such a division 
of parish property be an equitable one? (Hear, hear.”) 
He thought that before any division took place the value of 
the parish property should be ascertained and then divided 
according to area. (‘Hear, hear.”) 

Mr Bamford concurred with the remarks made by Mr 
Huddleston. 

The Chairman pointed out that the question of the 
division of the parish property would rest with the Stand- 
ing Committee, not with the petitioners, and that no doubt 
an equitable division would be made. 

Mr John Davis said that this was a question, of rich 
versus poor. There was no doubt about it. This was not 
the first time in which a movement was made for the divi- 
sion of the parish. A proposal for the partial division of 
the parish, with one clergyman for both, was made in 1873, 
but the proposition was thrown out. He took exception to 
the boundaries proposed by the petitioners. 

In reply to Mr F. de C. Malet, Mr Davis said the par- 
ishioners of this part of the parish had suggested bound- 
aries, but they reached the Primate too late to be laid before 
the Standing Committee. 

In reply to Mr Bamford, the Chairman said that there 
were two reserves—one of five acres at Sumner, and another 
of two or three acres at the Heathcote Valley. They were 
reserves for Church purposes. The reserve at Sumner was 
unlet, and the reserve at Heathcote brought in a rental of 
£5 or £6 a year. 

Mr Huddleston said that if the prayer of the petition 
were granted the result would be that the old parsonage at 
the Valley would be left to the old parish, and a new church 
and a mansion in the shape of a new parsonage given to the 
proposed parish of Opawa. This would be manifestly un- 
fair, because while the old parsonage would let for £20 a 
year, the new parsonage was worth £100 a year. If in order, 
he begged to move, by way of suggestion to the Standing 
Committee: “That the question of the division of the par- 
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ish should be embodied with the further question of an 
equitable division of the parish property, and a reconsidera- 
tion of the boundaries for the proposed parish of Opawa. 

Mr Bamford did not think that the resolution was suffi- 
ciently definite. (“Hear, hear.”) He begged to propose: 
“That in the opinion of this meeting, should the Standing 
Committee determine to divide this parish into two parishes, 
that the boundary between them be a line along the Eastern 
boundary of Section 248 and 245 to the Railway, thence 
along the Railway to S.W. corner of Section 64, thence in 
a direct line to S.W. corner of Section 20, thence along the 
S.W. boundary of Section 20, in a direct line to Ensor’s 
Road, thence along Ensor’s Road to the Ferry Road; and 
that such division be not allowed until the proposed Parish 
of Opawa refund to the remaining portion of the Parish of 
Heathcote at least one-half the value of the Church pro- 
perty so included in the Opawa boundary.” ; 

Mr Huddleston withdrew his resolution in favour of 
that proposed by Mr Bamford. ; ; 

Mr J. W. Davis seconded Mr Bamford’s resolution, 
which was unanimously agreed to. : 

The resolution was then reported to the meeting and 
adopted. . 

Oates of thanks were passed to the deputation and the 
Chairman, and the proceedings terminated. 
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CHAPTER Ti. FURTHER PROGRESS 


On September 18, 1875, the Bishop of Christchurch 
sent a letter to the Incumbent and parishioners of the 
Parish of Heathcote. It began thus: “To the Incumbent 
and Parishioners of the Parish of Heathcote. In accordance 
with the advice of the Standing Committee, I hereby declare 
the Separation of the District of Opawa from the Parish 
of Heathcote, such separation to take effect on the 30th 
day of September, 1875, and the District of Opawa to be 
thereupon constituted a Parish.” 

Opawa, by the way, had to pay £125 to the Diocesan 
Treasurer towards the cost of a new Parsonage at Heath- 
cote. That money was readily forthcoming from those 
who so keenly desired the change. 

The first meeting of parishioners of 8. Mark’s parish 
was held on October 4, 1875. The Rev. G. J. Cholmondeley 
was the Incumbent, and the first two Churchwardens were: 
Vicar’s, T. M. Hassal; people’s, E. J. T. Ford; and the 
vestrymen, C. Jones, E. 8. Harley, W. Lamb, H. P. Murray- 
Aynsley, W. N. Macbeth, J. KE. March, J. L. Coster, Captain 
Row, C. S. Howell, and W. H. Gundry. The pew rents were 
fixed at £1 per annum, payable quarterly in advance. The 
sexton in those days was paid £13 a year, being an increase 
of £3 on account of the evening service which had been 
added to the Sunday services. The Church must have been 
progressing well, as in November, 1875, it was decided to 
ask Standing Committee for a grant towards the cost of 
making an addition 

On April 25, 1876, it was decided by the parishioners 
to enlarge the church by the addition of a south aisle, and 
for that purpose to accept the tender of Messrs England 
Bros. at a cost of £163/10/-. The lighting in those days 
was evidently the subject of considerable discussion, but 
kerosene seems to have won the day, for the Incumbent and 
Mr Ford were empowered to buy four more kerosene lamps 
for the new aisle. 

The Vestry meeting on January 4, 1878, had an inter- 
esting note in it, when the Incumbent drew attention to 
the irregularity that was growing up, in the congregation 
coming late into church. After due consideration, it was 
resolved that the bell be rung twenty minutes before each 
service instead of fifteen minutes as heretofore! 

The Annual Meeting in April, 1878, showed further 
signs of progress in the parish, when it was decided to apply 
to the Church Property Trustees for a grant towards the 
cost of building a Sunday School. Mr E. J. T. Ford was the 
Superintendent of the S.S. and the meeting accorded him 
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Church of S. Mary, Heathcote. 


a special vote of thanks for his excellent services. The 
Annual Meeting of 1879 was notable for a motion moved 
by Mr Harley: “That this meeting desires to record its 
hearty appreciation of the valuable services rendered by 
the Ladies’ Working Society, and expresses its best thanks 
for the valuable assistance thereby rendered to the finances 
of the parish.” And here is another motion of the same 
meeting that will sound strange to more modern days: 
“That it be a recommendation to the incoming Vestry to 
confer with the Incumbent as to the desirability of_intro- 
ducing the ‘Hymns Ancient and Modern’ into the Church 
service.” Another introduction to the Church about this 
time, 1879, was gas in place of kerosene for lighting the 
church. 


At the Annual Meeting in 1880 a resolution was carried 
unanimously that it be a recommendation to the incoming 
Vestry to take into consideration the advisability of enlarg- 
ing the church. In October it was reported to the Vestry 
that the church was to be enlarged—by lengthening the nave 
and the south aisle—and that the tender of Messrs G. T. 
Croft and Co. for £393 had been accepted. In these days 
apparently the Font was placed near the centre of the 
chureh, for a notice in 1881 states that “the block of 40 
seats behind the Font be reserved as free seats until further 
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action of the Vestry.” In 1882 the Vestry was requested 
by the parishioners to purchase the section of land contain- 
ing 34 perches and adjoining the church on the north side. 
They intended this as the site for the future Sunday School. 
About this time the various collections apparently were not 
quite satisfactory, for there was given to the Annual Meet- 
ing a return showing the coins in which the collections were 
received: 


ne ey ‘s an Ms 6 
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The return of attendance showed that during the year 
the morning attendance was 7962; the evening 5013—total 
12,975. The average given for each attendant was written 
down as 32 pence. Evidently the threepenny-bit was begin- 
ning to be the ‘“Church’s One Foundation.” 

On Wednesday, May 3, 1883, a notable advance was 
made in the conduct of the Church services, in that the old 
harmonium had been sold and a new pipe organ had been 
purchased and installed. Mr Wells and several members 
of the Cathedral Choir came to assist at the opening service. 
The organ—a double manual one—was built by Mr Jenkins. 

The years near 1884, both before and after, seem to 
have been very worrying to the Vestry as far as finance 
was concerned. On October 19, 1885, first mention was 
made of “the system known as the envelope system”! 

; In December, 1885, tenders were received for the erec- 
tion of the Sunday School on the plot of land to the north 
of the church. They make interesting reading. The highest 
tender was £768 and the lowest—that of Mr T. J. Gee, which 
was accepted—_-was £515. The tenders for the seats ranged 
from £2/18/- each down to £8 per dozen. This School Room 
was built and officially opened in 1886. Towards the end 
of 1886 there was some trouble with the District School 
Committee regarding the religious instruction in the day 
school. The end of it all was that the Incumbent gave one 
half-hour’s instruction to children in the new Sunday School 
every Friday. The minutes record that a large number 
attended. The Sunday School filled a long-felt want, as 
evidenced by the fact that 101 new scholars were admitted 
after the building was opened. They had 13 classes and a 
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staff of 15. By 1887 the number of new scholars grew to 
157, making the total roll call 199. This year marked the 
25th year of the ministration of the Rev. G. J. Cholmondeley 
in the parish, and at the Annual Meeting references were 
made to his good work and to his being ever ready to assist 
wherever possible. According to the minutes he had by 
this time been appointed Honorary Canon of the Christ- 
church Cathedral. It was during this year that the Vestry 
embarked on the experiment of having a paid collector who 
should be responsible for collecting subscriptions and pew 
rents at a commission of 5 per cent. Church attendances 
were beginning to cause anxiety in these days, as evidenced 
by a resolution passed in October, 1887: “After a long dis- 
cussion, the Vestry were of the opinion that to increase the 
attendance in church the children be collected at the School 
Room before morning service and conducted into the 
church.” The Incumbent concurred with these views. Later 
the Incumbent informed the meeting that “he had been 
unable to give practical effect to the proposal to take the 
Sunday School children into church at morning service, 
owing to his inability to find persons willing to take charge 
of them.” At the same meeting the Incumbent addressed 
the members, stating the reasons which had induced him 
in 1874 to introduce with the consent of the Bishop “Church 
Hymns” for use in the services of the Church and expressed 
vig 


his opinion that there was no other Hymn Book at present 
in use in the Church of England which was in all points 
so excellent for public worship and private use. He re- 
garded it as a matter of great importance to have a book 
free from extreme views of any kind, and the name of the. 
Venerable Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge by 
which “Church Hymns” was issued was a guarantee that. 
the collection was in entire doctrinal harmony with the Book 
of Common Prayer. He had been informed by some mem- 
bers of the Vestry that the congregation desired “Ilymns. 
Ancient and Modern” to be substituted for it, and if the 
parishioners at the next Easter Meeting requested him to 
substitute “Hymns Ancient and Modern” for the hymnal 
which was now in use he would comply with the request. 
The Annual Meeting of 1888 decided to have “Hymns 
Ancient and Modern.” By this time the five-shilling piece. 
seems to have gone out of general circulation and there was 
only one fourpenny-piece in the collections for the year. 
Early morning celebrations of the Holy Communion did not 
over-worry the parishioners in those days—viz., once a 
month—in 1888, October 21, November 18, and December’ 
161! An honoured name in the Diocese of Christchurch is. 
mentioned in the minutes, which state that on October 14, 
1889, the Venerable Archdeacon Bowen, of Christchurch, 
made his first visitation of the parish. By 1890 Canon 
Cholmondeley had been appointed an Archdeacon, In March, 
1891, Mr J. E. March gave notice that it would be impossible 
for him to continue his office of Churchwarden for another 
year, owing to increased duties in connection with business. 
‘At the Annual Meeting in 1891 a hearty vote of thanks was. 
passed to Mr March for his services to the parish during 
the many years in which he had held the office of Church-. 
warden. 

Nothing further of importance occurs in the minutes 
until May, 1892, when, at a meeting of parishioners, Dr. 
Murray-Aynsley addressed the members present at length, 
approving of and showing the desirability of allowing the 
ladies a voice in the management of Church affairs. Others 
spoke both for and against, and the only result was that 
Dr. Murray-Aynsley received a vote of thanks for his inter- 
esting and able address! In 1894 the Vestry were very con- 
cerned over the roof of the church, and decided to obtain 
tenders for re-roofing with shingles or with iron. The 
tenders gave prices for kauri or for totara shingles as well 
as for iron roofing, but all were declined as being excessive; 
but later the tender of Mr Marriott for totara shingles was 
accepted at £85. 

December, 1894, must have been a big month for the 
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parish, as the In- 
cumbent inform- 
ed the Vestry 
that the Bishop 
(Bishop Julius) 
would hold a 
confirmation on 
Wednesday, Dec- 
ember 5, would 
give an address 
at a special ser- 
vice to be held 
on Saturday eve- 
ning, December 
8th, would cele- 
brate the Holy 
Communion on 
Sunday, Decem- 
ber 9, and would 
also preach at the 
midday and eve- 
ning services. 
Truly, there were 
giants in those 
Archdeacon Cholmondeley days! Another 

‘ name well known 

to. Christchurch and New Zealand is mentioned in the 
minutes for the Annual Meeting of April 25, 1895: The 
Annual Meeting of parishioners was held this day after 
evensong in the church, when a sermon was preached by 
the Rev. A. W. Averill. The Vicar (this term in place of 
the usual Incumbent occurs for the first time in 1895) spent 
most of 1896 in England, while his work in the parish was 
carried on by the Rev. Arthur Fox. Reference is made in 
the Annual Report of 1897 to the death of Mr H. D. Vincent, 
who had held the office of Churehwarden and who had 
identified himself with the Sunday School, having done ex- 
cellent work as Superintendent for many years. In 1899 
the Vicar was requested to purchase six copies of ‘“Tlymns 
A. & M.” and six copies of “Prayers and Hymns’ for. the 
use of strangers attending the Church. Evidently, in those 
ee a ordinary Christians brought their own books with 

em! 

For many years the Vestry had a very hard time trying 
to make ends meet financially, and one of the resolutions of 
October, 1900, gives an idea of their feelings on the matter 
of finance : Applications were received from the Vestries of 
Waikari and Rakaia for an offertory on behalf of the build- 
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ing of a new church at Waikari and Dorie respectively. The 
applications were made in accordance with a recommenda- 
tion of Synod on the subject. It was resolved that replies 
be sent to the following effect: “That this parish has for 
many years been struggling under the burden of a heavy 
debt, that a great effort is now being made on the occasion 
of the Canterbury Jubilee to extinguish this debt and that 
the Vestry find that their effort is affecting the current 
finances of the parish, and they are consequently unable at 
present to give the assistance asked for. Should the Vestry 
succeed in their efforts to extinguish the liabilities of the 
parish, they will be pleased to give favourable consideration 
to your application.” 


A sign of the progress of the times generally is noted 
in a resolution passed in 1901: “That a sub-committee be 
appointed to negotiate with the Christchurch Gas Company 
for the introduction of incandescent gas burners into the 
church.” In 1901 the Vicar and Vestry passed the follow- 
ing resolution: “That the Vestry hears with much regret 
of the death of Mr Edward Heane Harley, who for a period 
of about thirty years resided in this parish and served it 
in the various capacities of Churchwarden, Vestryman, and 
Choirmaster.” An echo of the Boer War is heard in the 
minutes of July, 1901: “A letter was read from the secretary 
of the Troopers’ Reception Committee conveying their 
thanks for the use of the room on May 30.” At that meet- 
ing also the Vestry expressed its wish that the Chairman, 
as Canon of the Cathedral, should be in his place on the 
oceasion of the visit to it of the Duke and Duchess of Corn- 
wall and York and its concurrence in the service at S. Mark’s 
being taken by a Lay Reader. 


On Wednesday, December 11, 1901, the first Vicar of 
3. Mark’s, the Very Rev. G. J. Cholmondeley, Canon of the 
Christchurch Cathedral and Archdeacon, died suddenly after 
nearly 40 years’ ministration in the parishes of Heathcote 
and Opawa. Memorial services were held in the Cathedral, 
where the preacher was Canon Knowles, and at S. Mark’s, 
where Bishop Julius conducted the service and preached 
from the text in Deuteronomy 2: “These forty years.” The 
Archdeacon had served as a Curate at S. Michael’s, had been 
in charge of the large district lying north of the Waimaka- 
riri, had been Priest in Charge of the Parish of Heathcote 
and Sumner, and after that Vicar of Opawa. He was a 
member of both General and Diocesan Synods, of the Cath- 
edral Chapter, the Standing Committee, and the Church 
Property Trustees. 
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CHAPTER IV. MODERN TIMES 


Towards the end of 1901 the Bishop proposed that 
Woolston should form part of the Parish of Opawa and that. 
the enlarged parish should be served by a Vicar with the 
assistance of a Curate. The Vestry of S. Mark’s refused. 
to entertain the proposal, and as a counter asked the Bishop 
to readjust the boundaries of Heathcote and Opawa, seeing 
that both parishes at the time were vacant. The Rev. P. J. 
Cocks, then Vicar of Southbridge, was appointed Vicar early 
in 1902, and possession of the Vicarage was required by 
the end of March. Actually the new Vicar commenced his 
duties in the first week in April. The new Vicar very soon 
started a Young Men’s Club, with a membership of 47, and 
the Vestry was so enthusiastic that they granted the club 
free gas during the season. The next progress was the 
provision of hot water, bath and drainage for the Vicarage. 
There was much opposition to the Vicar and his family hav- 
ing a bath. Evidently some of the members agreed with a 
semi-famous English member of Parliament who publicly 


S. Mark’s Vicarage in the early days. 
21 


declared that an Englishman needed only two baths—one 
when he was born and the other when he was dead!! The 
Vicar offered to advance a sum not exceeding £100 free of 
interest to be repaid in instalments of not less than £5 a 
year. About this time a move was made by the local auth- 
orities for the widening of Opawa Road, but the Vestry 
objected to the price offered for the land required—that is, 
at the rate of £180 per acre. However, the offer was finally 
accepted and the road widened. The money so received was 
used for the improvements at the Vicarage, including roof- 
ing with iron, thus enabling the Vestry to do the work with- 
out borrowing from the Vicar. Early in 1903 the Vestry 
decided to send to England for a window for the east end 
of the church, to be a memorial to the late Archdeacon 
Cholmondeley. This window duly arrived and was dedicated 
on September 20, the sermon at the service being preached 
by Canon Knowles. An attempt was made in 1903 to have 
the boys’ choir robed in surplices, but the Vestry regretted 
that it was unable to proceed in the matter on account of 
the money involved. 


At the Annual Meeting in 1904 a start was made in 
declaring all seats free in Church, for the Vestry were re- 
quested to consider the business and report to a future meet- 
ing of parishioners. In 1905, in order to form a boys’ choir, 
the Vestry promised the Choirmaster financial assistance 
for the boys to the extent of one shilling per head per quar- 
ter. By the middle of 1905 the Vestry were seriously con- 
sidering additions to the Schoolroom; plans by this time 
being already prepared and tenders being called, that of 
Mr Gunn—£175—being finally accepted. 


In December, 1905, Miss Cholmondeley wrote to the 
Vestry asking permission to place an Eagle Lectern in the 
church to the memory of Archdeacon and Mrs Cholmon- 
deley. The Vestry replied that they were very pleased to 
accede to the request. The completed Sunday School was 
opened on Thursday, March 1, 1906, when the Sunday School 
prizes were presented and a short entertainment arranged. 
Another short notice in the minutes indicates further pro- 
gress in the district: “Mr Lucas reported—February, 1906 
—that in the absence of the Vicar he had lent the School- 
room for a public meeting to be called to discuss the Tram- 
way Extension to Opawa.” At the Annual Meeting in 1907 
the ladies present were in favour of votes for women by 12 
to 2. Ata Vestry meeting in April, 1907, the Vicar gave 
notice of his departure for Sydenham. The following re- 
solution was passed: “The Vestry deeply deplore that Mr 
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Cocks, out of sentiment towards the Parish of Sydenham, 
and at the very urgent request of the Bishop, had felt it 
his duty to accept the call he had received to that place and 
to leave Opawa, where, since the time of his installation, 
he had laboured so energetically and where his ministrations 
had been marked with such success, and he had endeared 
himself. That his severance from us would be a great loss 
and much felt by each and all of the Vestry and parish- 
ioners. So the Rev. P. J. Cocks went to the Parish of 
Sydenham and the Rev. H. Williams, formerly Vicar of 
Woolston, reigned in his stead, having been instituted on 
September 8. An attempt was made to robe the Choir in 
1908, but was postponed on account of the money estimated 
necessary. The old lectern which had served its purpose 
for many years in 8. Mark’s was given to the Breeze’s Road 
Mission Room in 1908. In 1909 a small sub-committee was 
set up to “make enquiries concerning a parish magazine.” 
Later it was reported that steps had been taken to establish 
a parish magazine and three members of the Vestry offered 
to undertake part of the distribution. On September 6, 1909, 
the Vestry decided to open a fund to be known as “The S. 
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Mark’s Church Opawa Rebuilding Fund.” This fund at 1940: 
stands in credit at £210/3/4, thanks to a bequest of £200 
received by the Vestry in 1939 from the Trustees of the 
estate of the late Miss L. S. Kent. 


In 1911 signs of progress were apparent when the Vicar 
reported the growth of the Sunday School and a gift by 
communicants to the parish of a new altar. The Vicar in 
his Annual Report for 1912 begins thus: “It will be a source 
of gladness to you all to learn that there has been growth 
this year, not as much as last year—the Mission Year—but 
still, growth. The congregations have been larger and there 
have been many more receptions of Holy Communion than 
during any year of my incumbency. The Saints’ Days still 
remain practically unobserved.” The work of the ladies 
forms one of the “high lights” in the various minutes of 
parish meetings, and in 1913 there is mentioned a “Girls’ 
Guild” in connection with a sale of work. Indeed, one won- 
ders what the Vestry would have done during the years 
without the assistance of the ladies of the parish. 


An indication of the growth of the district is mentioned 
in a resolution of the Vestry in 1914: “That it be a recom- 
mendation to the new Vestry to carefully consider the ques- 
tion of securing a site in S. Martins,’ and in the Vicar’s 
report for the same year when he mentions. that the parish 
now has the services of a Deaconess—Sister Julia. An echo 
of the war of 1914-1918 finds its place in the Annual Report 
of 1915 in the list of Special Offertories—Belgium Relief 
Fund, £36/3/1. 


By 1916 an outstanding figure in S. Mark’s Church had 
passed away in the person of John Edwin March, and the 
Vestry placed on record “its appreciation of the long and 
valued service of the late John Edwin March.” In 1918 a 
movement was started to raise money for the purpose of 
enlarging the Schoolroom. This work was finished and paid 
for by the time of the Annual Meeting, for the Vicar re- 
ports: “It is a great joy to have the new School ready and 
paid for—but it has been almost a greater one to find per- 
sons willing to work hard for it and to give so willingly.” 
Indeed, the report makes interesting reading: “At the begin- 
ning of the year it was decided to develop the social side of 
the parish by holding a number of parish gatherings, which 
were completely successful. We had a large number of 
confirmation candidates this year. A troop of Boy Scouts 
has been formed, meeting a long-felt need. It has been a 
great sorrow to us to part with Sister Julia. We have been 
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more than thankful to have Sister Theodora with us. Death 
has removed from our midst William Broadhurst, a faithful 
and regular Churchman for many years. He did much work 
for the parish, but perhaps that which he loved most was 
what he did in the Choir for nearly thirty years. We have 
had the honour of supplying the needs of a country parish, 
by sparing our Churchwarden, Mr Willis, to act as Lay 
Reader for several months.” : 


Canon P. J. Cocks 


Canon H. Williams 


In April, 1919, Mr Saunders offered to lend the Vestry 
the sum of £100 for five years free of interest for the pur- 
pose of electrifying the church. The Vestry accepted Mr 
Saunders’ kind offer with many thanks. Many a church 
has been “electrified” at a much lower cost!! In 1919 a 
discussion took place on the subject of a Peace Memorial. 
Nothing definite was decided, but the opinion was expressed 
that the rebuilding of the church would be the best proposal 
to carry out if possible. Early in 1920 the Vestry decided 
to cease the publication of the parish magazine owing to 
increased costs. By 1920 the Boy Scouts had grown into a 
very efficient body, under Mr W. R. Tooth, and the Girl 
Scouts were also taking their place among the younger 
generation. In June, 1921, the Vicar established a Church 
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Day School on the grounds at the back of the Vicarage, 
between what was then Church Lane and Cholmondeley 
Avenue. By 1922 the Vicar reported a roll call of 20 child- 
ren. In the same year a letter of thanks was sent to Mr 
and Mrs Turnbull thanking them for the use of their garage 
for a Sunday School and for the treat and Christmas tree 
given to the children of S. Martins. Much valuable work 
was done in, this district by Miss Ruth Willis both for the 
children and the parishioners generally. In 1922 a section of 
land in Wilson’s Road was purchased from Mr Wood for 
$215 for the purpose of a Church and School. By 1923 the 
local rates on the Vicarage grounds had risen to such pro- 
portions that the Vestry decided to confer with the Standing 
Committee as to the best means of reducing the burden, 
either by selling or otherwise disposing of part of the land. 
In September, 1924, the Vestry accepted the tender of Mr 
Fuller for the building of a Church Room in §. Martins for 
£348. In 1924 the Vestry recorded its grateful acceptance 
of the offer of the “Association of the Love of God” to build 
an Open-air School at Opawa, and expressed its willingness 
to assign one acre (more or less) for school purposes. The 
Diamond Jubilee of the Parish was held in 1925. The new 
Bishop of the Diocese, Bishop West-Watson, was welcomed 
by the parishioners in October, 1927. By this year Church 
services were being held in S. Martins as well as at 8. Mark’s 
——indeed, the collections for S. Martins as reported to the 
Annual Meeting of 1928 were: General £66/19/5, Special 
$7/15/8. In 1930 the Rev. H. Williams resigned on account 
of ill-health and the Vestry expressed its regret that this 
had been necessary after twenty years of faithful service. 
The next Vicar of the parish was the Rev. H. W. Smith, 
who was formerly the Chaplain to the Christchurch Public 
Hospital. At a special meeting of parishioners held in 19382 
a motion to resuscitate the parish magazine was lost, but a 
motion was carried to sell that part of the Vicarage land 
fronting Opawa Road and Cholmondeley Avenue. 


At the Annual Meeting of parishioners in 1932 there 
was placed on record the “appreciation of the parish of Rev. 
Mother Eleanor for her wonderful work in establishing and 
carrying on our Church School for a number of years.” In 
the latter part of 1982 the Vicar, the Rev. H. W. Smith, died 
after a short illness and the Rev. G. Nelham Watson, Vicar 
of Temuka, was appointed Vicar of Opawa. In 1933 the 
Christchurch City Council widened Locarno Street, and, the 
Vestry having given the land required, the Council also 
built a new fence on the frontages affected, both of the 
Vicarage and the School grounds. 
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S. Mark’s Open Air School 


In 1934 the Men’s and Boys’ Choir were given a Robing 
Room in the church. This was made possible by partitioning 
off a portion of the south-eastern end of the aisle. In the 
same year an electric blower for the organ was installed, at 
a cost of £52/12, by Mr H. Brett The money for these last 
two improvements was provided from a legacy of £100 left: 
to the Church by Mr J. J. Thomson—an old member of the 
Church who died in 1933. At this time the roll call of S. 
Mark’s Open-air School was reported to be 90. Fortnightly. 
parish socials were reported in 1934 to be well attended— 
the proceeds being about £7 from each. 


In 1936 the Dean of Christchurch wrote to the Vicar 
that “he would like to see Heathcote linked with Opawa” 
and stated that there would be little difficulty in securing 
the necessary financial backing. As there was no suitable 
assistant available, the matter was allowed to lapse. In the 
same year a new room was added to the Open-air School— 
the roll by this time having risen to 100. The cost of this 
room was met by contributions from the Parish. A third 
room was built later; the money for this was given anony- 
mously through the Community of the Sacred Name, which 
proved itself a very generous and loyal friend to the school 
from its very commencement. Another attempt was made 
by Bishop West-Watson early in 1987 to join Heathcote to 
Opawa, but as no assistance was available the matter was 
again allowed to lapse. 


27 


In 1937 an improvement was made to the organ by the 
addition of a new set of pipes, at a cost of £26/15/-. At 
the Annual Meeting held in this year mention was made of 
the Rev. Philip Williams—a son of a former Vicar, Canon 
H. Williams—now a priest working in Melanesia. Early in 
1939 a letter was sent to Miss M. Wills thanking her for 
her long and very efficient service in the Sunday School. 
Later a presentation was made to Miss Wills on behalf of the 
teachers and the congregation. At the time of writing Miss 
Wills is again on the teaching staff—this time with the 
Girl’s Bible Classes. On May 11, 1939, the Vicar—Canon 
Watson—announced his intention of accepting the Parish of 
Rangiora. Towards the end of the year the Vestry approved 
of the robing of the ladies of the Choir. The Rev. J. F. 


Rev. H. W. Smith Canon G. Nelham Watson 


Feron, formerly Vicar of Ashburton, was appointed Vicar of 
Opawa. as from November 1, 1939, A parish magazine of 16 
pages made its appearance in the parish early in 1940 with 
a circulation of over 800 copies, published by Messrs Simp- 
son and Williams Ltd., with no cost either to the Vestry or 
the parishioners. Voluntary helpers distribute the maga- 
zines regularly every month. In this same year a Girls’ 
Choir was formed and robed in blue. 
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The World War has cast its shadow over the Parish of 
Opawa, for many of the regular representatives of the 
younger generation are away on active service or in camp. 


During the seventy-five years there have been in S. 
Mark’s Church 1664 baptisms and 624 weddings. The 
records for the last fifty years show that 1092 people have 
been confirmed, 465 men and boys and 627 women and girls. 


5. Martin’s Church Room 


At the time of writing these notes the Church, Vicarage 
and School are all in good order and condition. The attend- 
ances at Church and Sunday School are very encouraging 
and the financial liabilities are nil. Many large tracts of 


land are now being built on, and there ought to be a pro- 
gressive time ahead for the Church of England members 
of Opawa with S. Martins. There is a very fine Church 
School with an excellent staff, three good open air class 
rooms and spacious grounds fronting Cholmondeley Avenue 
and Locarno Street. 


We, in 1940, look back with gratitude to all who 
worked in the pioneer days—we receive their gifts in trust 
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and we look forward with confidence to the years to come. 


“May the Blessing of God rest upon our united en- 
deavours.” 


“And so, through all the length of days, 
Thy goodness faileth never. 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
Within Thy House, for ever. 


Church of S. Mark, Opawa, 1940 
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Rev. J. F. Feron 
Vicar, 1940 


JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 


October 12, Saturday— 
Jubilee Garden Party in afternoon at 130 Fifield Terrace 
(home of Mr J. W. French). 


October 13, Sunday— 


Special Jubilee Services. 
8 a.m.: Holy Communion. 
il am.: Matins. : 
T7p.m.: Full Festal Evensong. 


October 15, Tuesday— 
8 p.m.: Jubilee Ball in Parish Hall. 


October 20, Sunday— 


Final Jubilee Services: “Looking Forward.” 
The Archbishop will preach at Evensong, 7 p.m. 


31 


oe a 


F. ANDERSON 
W., J. STEVENS 
W. G. SKELTON 
L. CHAPMAN 
A. NORMAN 
M. D. CARTER 
L. FELDWICK 
E. HAWKE 

C. KIRCHER 
H. BURNETT 
D. MOODY 
G. JUDGE 

L. SCOTT 

H. HAY 

A. WILDING 


TO THE 


Gloru of Goo 


§n Grateful Memory 


OF 


E. BACHELOR 
N. STEPHENS 
H. TREWERN 
F. A. WARNER 
C. BISMAN 
A. HARDING 
R. FELDWICK 
A. FRASER 

L. McHARG 
H. BOWRON 
F. C. SMITH 
J. ADAMS 

Cc. DAVIS 

H. HULL 

W. ADAMS 


C. BRITTENDEN 


WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN THE GREAT WAR 
1914-1918 


THIS MEMORIAL IS IN BRASS AND IS PLACED ON THE WEST WALI. 
OF THE CHURCH 


